THE CLIMAX
bore its fruits during the fifteen years we are now following;
the real effect came much later, and belongs to quite the end
of the century. But the beginnings fall into this period.
The extension of the suffrage, which had already brought in
a million new voters and had included the artisans of the towns
in the Reform Bill of 1867, proceeded at the end of this fifteen
years to another step, nearly doubling the total voting power of
1867 and multiplying by four that of 1832. As in the case of
every other extension of the suffrage in England since 1832, the
thing was not due to any popular demand; it came mainly
because it was thought to be ' in the spirit of the times/ and
somewhat because it worked in with the game of party politics
at the moment. Yet it was to be not without effect in the some-
what distant future even in England, and in Ireland it had a
great effect indeed. For there the vote could be used under the
only two conditions which gives voting any value: namely, on
a simple issue (i) which all men understood, and (2) in which
all men were directly interested.
The institution of the ballot was, partly through the action
of Ireland, of more effect. It came just at the beginning of
this period, in 1872, and secured the secrecy of the vote.
Traditional feeling naturally opposed it, and it was in England
of no great effect for a long time to come because, since the end
of Chartism, there had been no violent popular demand of a
sort which would be intimidated by the employer or the land-
lord, and which therefore might be best expressed through
secret voting. But in Ireland the effect was considerable, as
will immediately be seen. It is worth remarking that at the
same time, parallel to the other restrictive and regulating origins
which were to make for general state control against individual
freedom, came the first law shutting up the taverns by force at
a fixed hour. Here again it was the principle rather than the
fact that mattered—for the closing time was fixed for midnight
in London and eleven o'clock in the country, hours at which
you would have found most places shut anyhow. But yet a
new coercion of the individual had appeared, a new chance for
interference by the police, and a foundation for further action
on the same model.
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